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INTRODUCTION

At the public meeting with Leyton Orient Fans’ Trust on 22nd November 2001, the Chairman of LOFC, responding to comments from LOFT members, agreed that LOFT should submit a dossier on standing, in support of their campaign to see areas of designated safe standing retained at Brisbane Road.  LOFT had recently passed a motion on the issue of ground redevelopment (see Appendix 1)

Following that meeting Mr John Goldsmith, the Stadium Director, put forward his justification for the new all-seater development plans in the match day programme and on the official Leyton Orient website, and invited comments.  We have addressed each of his points in Part 2 of this report, and also include our own comments in the final section.

It is now public knowledge that the club will be submitting a planning permission application to the Council of London Borough of Waltham Forest in January next year.  We have a number of observations and concerns about these proposals.  Specifically, that there has been no consultation or dialogue with fans or supporter groups like LOFT.  It concerns us that the plans suggest a significantly reduced capacity for the ground, based upon a commitment to an all-seater stadium that has been made with seemingly no consideration as to what the fans want, nor to the prevailing re-evaluation of the place of terracing in modern sports venues.  Moreover, the justification for the removal of terracing from Brisbane Road seems to have been made on the basis of misconceptions and misunderstandings about safety, funding possibilities and the ease of conversion to seating areas if appropriate,

This report will address all of these issues.  We want it to be a constructive and helpful document, but we also hope that we can deal with several of the myths surrounding standing at football matches – clearly an emotional issue for many people on both sides of the debate – and show how our proposals are part of a wider movement within European football to reconsider some of the largely knee-jerk decisions taken at the beginning of the 1990s regarding terracing, especially in light of subsequent technological and safety advancements.

Finally, we thank you for taking the time to read this submission, which reflects the views of our membership, and we hope that our recommendations and observations will be taken on board and borne in mind at all stages of planning and redevelopment in future.
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